
About the Participants... 
 

Tim Anderson - Mosaic – www.nemosaic.org 
Anderson is Associate Professor of Journalism at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, where he is editor of Nebraska Mosaic, a news site 
for the city’s growing refugee community, funded by J-Lab. He worked 
for more than 30 years in newspapers in Nebraska, Missouri, Florida and 
New York. He spent nine years at New York Newsday, eventually 
becoming executive news editor, and another nine years at The New York 
Times, where he served as the news design editor. 

 
Jon Beaupre - 10 Valley - http://10valley.com/ 
Beaupre is a Professor in the Communications Department at 
California State University, L.A., and founder of 10Valley.com, a 
website covering the San Gabriel Valley, funded by J-Lab. He is a 
radio producer, reporter and frequent contributor to local and 
internationally syndicated programming from his home in Los Angeles. 
He conducts workshops and seminars with the Associated Press Radio 
and Television Association. 

 
Diane Carman – www.healthpolicysolutions.org 
Carman is editor of Health Policy Solutions, a project of the Buechner 
Institute for Governance at the School of Public Affairs, University of 
Colorado Denver. She is also the school’s communications director. She 
began her career at the Wisconsin State Journal, has worked as a 
reporter and editor at The Oregon Journal and the Oregonian, and was 
a local news and opinion columnist at The Denver Post. 
 

Andrew Chavez - The 109 - http://the109.org/ 
Chavez is the Director of Digital Media for the Schieffer School of 
Journalism, Texas Christian University. He is advisor for a community 
news website that covers Fort Worth’s 76109 Zip code. Previously, he 
was a reporter for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. He is also the 
associate director of the Texas Center for Community Journalism. 
 

Al Cross - The Institute for Rural Journalism and Community Issues - 
http://www.ruraljournalism.org/  Cross is Director of the Institute for 
Rural Journalism and Community Issues and Assistant Professor, 
School of Journalism and Telecommunications, University of 
Kentucky. He spent more than 26 years as a reporter at The Courier-
Journal, the last 15½ as its chief political writer. 



 
Jessica Durkin - Block by Block -  
http://blockbyblock.us/tag/jessica-durkin/  Durkin is the Community 
Manager for Block by Block, a hyperlocal news publisher network 
supported by The Patterson Foundation’s New Media Journalism 
Initiative. Jessica is a 2010 New America Foundation Knight Media 
Policy fellow and a former print reporter. In 2009, she started 
InOtherNews.us, a blog tracking independent news startups. 

 
Amy Eisman is director of writing programs for mass 
communication classes in SOC at American University. She teaches 
reporting, editing and writing for convergent media and created an 
online course called Media @ the Millennium. Prior to coming to 
AU, Eisman was an editor with Gannett for 17 years. She co-
authored several unique online training modules for Gannett's 5,500 
newsroom employees. She also co-authored a six-chapter module for 
the Knight Citizen News Network (KCNN.org), which focuses on 
tools for citizen journalists, including tips on crowdsourcing,  
partnering with traditional media and management. 

 
Douglas Fisher - HartsvilleToday - http://hvtd.com/ 
Fisher is a senior instructor for the School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication, University of South Carolina, and founder of 
Hartsville Today, a local website funded by J-Lab. He spent nine years 
as a news editor for The Associated Press. He is co-author of Principles 
of Convergent Journalism. 

Cheryl Gibbs - Miami Valley News Network - http://mvnn.org/ 
Gibbs is assistant director of the journalism program at Miami 
University, Oxford, OH. She coordinates the Miami-Whitewater Valley 
Public Media project, funded by J-Lab. She taught at Earlham College 
for 11 years and previously worked for 12 years as a reporter and editor 
in California, Indiana and Ohio. She co-authored the textbook Getting 
the Whole Story: Reporting and Writing the News. 

 
Adam Glenn - News 21 - http://news21.com/ 
Glenn is an Associate Professor with the CUNY Graduate School of 
Journalism. An award-winning journalist and digital media consultant, 
he has reported, edited, and managed newsrooms in Washington, D.C. 
and New York for nearly 30 years, most recently as senior producer for 
ABCNews.com. 
 

 



Devin Harner  
Harner is an Assistant Professor of Journalism at John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice, earned his doctorate in English at the University of 
Delaware in 2006. He co-directs the Journalism Minor and writes 
about new media and Journalism education for PBS’s Mediashift.org. 
 
 

 
Jere Hester - NYCity News Service - http://nycitynewsservice.com/ 
Hester is the Director of NYCity News Service, a project of the CUNY 
Graduate School of Journalism that makes student stories about New  
York neighborhoods available to news organizations around the world.  
He was previously City Editor of the Daily News. 
 

 
 
Joe Hirsch - Hunts Point Express - http://brie.hunter.cuny.edu/hpe/ 
Mott Haven Herald - http://motthavenherald.com/ 
Hirsch is the Community Editor of the Hunts Point Express, which 
covers two Bronx neighborhoods and is produced by Hunter College 
students, and of the Mott Haven Herald, produced by students at  
the CUNY Graduate School of Journalism, where he teaches. 

 
 

David Johnson - American Observer - 
http://inews6.americanobserver.net/ Johnson is an Assistant Professor 
of Journalism at American University and editor of The American 
Observer, a student online magazine. Previously, he was chief 
technology officer of Scripps Media Center in Washington, D.C. He is 
a founding member of the Media Bloggers Association and a 
contributor to the Poynter Institute's E-Media Tidbits blog. 
 

 
Sandeep Junnarkar - Lives in Focus - http://livesinfocus.org/ 
Junnarkar is an Associate Professor with The CUNY Graduate School 
of Journalism and founder of Family Life Behind Bars, funded by J-
Lab. He is the former New York bureau chief of CNETNEWS.com. 
Junnarkar helped to create online editions of The New York Times when 
the paper went live on the Internet. 
 

 
 



 
Josh Krist - Mission Loc@l - http://missionlocal.org/ 
Krist is a San Francisco-based travel writer and freelance journalist. He 
writes for Thinkshift and Lonely Planet and has worked for the 
Associated Press in Jerusalem and Paris. He is married to presenter 
Helene Goupil. 
 

 
Rafael Lorente – Capital News Service - http://merrill.umd.edu/cns 
Lorente is the Annapolis bureau chief of Capital News Service at the 
Philip Merrill College of Journalism, University of Maryland. He is a 
former reporter with the South Florida Sun-Sentinel and Miami Herald. 
He covered the 2000 and 2004 presidential elections, the attacks of Sept. 
11, and U.S. foreign policy toward Latin America, particularly Cuba. 

 
 

Kathryn Mangus – Broadside - http://broadsideonline.com/ 
Mangus is an instructor with the George Mason University 
Communications Department. She coordinates the media groups 
Broadside, WGMU, MCN, GMView, and VoxPop in addition to being 
the faculty advisor for Broadside. 
 

 
Andrew Mendelson - Philadelphia Neighborhoods - 
http://sct.temple.edu/blogs/murl/ Mendelson is Chair of the Department 
of Journalism at Temple University’s School of Communication and 
Theater. The department’s students have launched several news startups. 
His research interest focuses on the role of photography, and the 
messages conveyed to society through a variety of media. 
 

 
Glenn Mosley  
Mosley is the director of broadcasting and senior lecturer at the 
University of Idaho. Glenn has been a news reporter for more than 20 
years and spent two and a half years as a press secretary/legislative aid 
for the Massachusetts State Senate.  
 

 

 

 



 

Sean Mussenden - Capital News Service - http://merrill.umd.edu/cns 
Mussenden is director of the Merrill College's Capital News Service 
online bureau and a full-time lecturer of digital journalism at the 
University of Maryland. Previously, he was a multimedia Washington 
correspondent and Web producer/editor for Media General News 
Service. 

 

Garry Pierre-Pierre – Haitian Times - http://www.haitiantimes.com/ 
Garry Pierre-Pierre is project leader for CUNY’s Center for 
Community and Ethnic Media, which supports and trains New York’s 
City’s community and ethnic press. He is editor and publisher of The 
Haitian Times, an English-language weekly serving New York’s 
500,000-strong Haitian community. He shared a Pulitzer Prize as a 
New York Times staff writer for covering the 1993 World Trade 
Center bombing. 

 

Jane V. Regan - http://www.janevregan.org/ 
Regan is a professor with the State University of Haiti in Port-au-
Prince and the coordinator of the Laboratorie du Journalisme. She also 
contributes to the Haiti Grassroots Watch to produce watchdog media 
in Haitian Creole, French and English for worldwide distribution. 
 
 

 
Kathryn Roethel - Peninsula Press - http://peninsulapress.com/ 
Roethel is the managing editor of the Peninsula Press, which covers 
Santa Clara and San Mateo counties with stories from students in 
Stanford University’s Graduate Program in Journalism. She is also 
the Stanford correspondent for the San Francisco Chronicle.  
 
 

Indrani Sen - Voices of NY - http://voicesofny.org/ 
Sen is an adjunct faculty member of the CUNY Graduate School of 
Journalism and editor of VoicesofNY.org, the successor to a site 
created after the Sept. 11th attacks to ensure diverse voices were 
heard. It is now a CUNY project. She was a staff reporter at Newsday 
from 2001 to 2005. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Indira Somani – The Rockbridge Report - 
http://rockbridgereport.washingtonandlee.net/ 
Somani is an Assistant Professor of Journalism and Mass 
Communication at Washington and Lee University, Lexington, VA. 
She is award-winning producer and director of documentaries. 
Previously, she was a writer and producer for CNBC, NBC, and 
WJLA-TV.  
 

 
Tsitsi Wakhisi - The Miami Planet - http://themiamiplanet.org/ 
Wakhisi is the managing editor of the Miami News Service. She is 
the former director of the Peace Sullivan/James Ansin High School 
Summer Journalism/New Media Workshop. Her professional 
background includes serving as a reporter and editor for several 
daily newspapers, including the Cleveland Plain Dealer, the Kansas 
City Star, and The Miami Herald. 
 

 
Carola Weil  
Weil is USC Annenberg's director for international and strategic 
partnerships.  She joined USC in 2007 as assistant dean for strategic 
initiatives. Previously, she served as senior program officer in the 
United States Institute for Peace grant and fellowship program in 
Washington, D.C., responsible for grant making in media, education 
and conflict management, especially in Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
 

 
Aram Zucker-Scharff  - Connect2Mason - 
http://www.connect2mason.com/  
Zucker-Scharff is the Assistant Director for Marketing and 
Communication in the Office of Student Media at George Mason 
University, where he works with students, staff and faculty on 
various on- and off-campus initiatives. 


